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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 8th May 2017 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Mrs J M Cole, B L Correll, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs 

M H Harlock, P S Potts, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt  

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGY 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, R A 

Payne and Mrs J A Tavener and County Councillor T V Rogers. 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman referred to the recent death of former Councillor Chris Chatfield in a tragic 

accident at his home and she commented on his extensive work on behalf of the 

community in Warboys.  She thanked those Members who had been able to attend his 

funeral earlier in the day and asked Members to sign a card expressing their sympathy to 

the family which was available at the meeting. 

 

Those present stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Mr Chatfield. 

 

The Chairman congratulated the Community Association for the excellence of the 

Warboys It’s A Knockout event that had been a resounding success on 1st May. 

 

The Chairman also mentioned that Ms A Clasper, the Council’s Timebank Co-ordinator, 

was recovering at home from another operation and she extended the Council’s best 

wishes to her for a speedy recovery. 

 

 

01/17 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

 

Upon the motion of Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Potts, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for 

the ensuing municipal year.  

 

Councillor Mrs Bucknell signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Chairman of 

the Council. 
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Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell in the Chair. 

 

02/17 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN 

 

Upon the motion of Councillor Mrs Cole and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Dr S C Withams be appointed Vice Chairman of the Parish 

Council for the ensuing municipal year.  

 

Councillor Dr Withams signed the declaration of acceptance of office as Vice Chairman 

of the Council. 

 

 

03/17 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dykstra and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2017 were approved as a correct record and 

signed by the Chairman 

 

 

04/17 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

No declarations of interest were made by Members in respect of items appearing on the 

agenda. 

 

 

05/17 CO-OPTION 

 

Further to Minute No. 244/16, the Clerk reported that two persons had submitted 

expressions of interest in being co-opted to fill the current vacancy on the Council.  

However both had yet to complete the necessary pro forma certifying that they were 

qualified to be a member of the Parish Council.  As neither of the persons were known to 

existing Members, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that consideration of the filling of the vacancy be deferred to the next 

meeting and; 

 

(b) that in the interim the persons who had expressed an interest in co-option 
be requested to complete and return the pro forma regarding qualification 

for membership and invited to attend the next meeting. 

  

 

06/17 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from its meeting held on 10th April 

2017:- 
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(a) County Council Election 

 

Arising from Minute No. 241/16, the Chairman informed Members that Mr T V 

Rogers had been elected to the County Council to represent the Warboys and The 

Stukeleys Division at the election held on 4th May 2017. 

 

(b) Station Road Development 

 

Arising from Minute No. 245/16(a), the Chairman advised that the damage to the 

footway in Station Road at one of the entrances to the David Wilson Homes 

development had been reported to the company by District Councillor Bucknell.  

The latter informed Members that he had been told by the company that they 

would effect the necessary repairs and he indicated that he would contact the 

company again to ensure that this had occurred.  

 

(c) Warboys Archaeological Project 

 

Further to Minute No. 245/16(b), the Clerk reported that no further information 

had been received from the County Council’s Archaeological Section with regard 

to the publication of a report into the results of the investigations required at the 

David Wilson Homes development off Station Road as required by the planning 

permission.  A number of Members expressed concern that development was 

proceeding without an archaeological report when human remains had been 

discovered on the site and the Clerk indicated that he would contact the County 

Council again to try to progress its publication.  

 

(d) Picnic Table at Jubilee Park 

 

Arising from Minute No. 245/16(d), the Clerk reported that he had spoken again 

to representatives of Ramsey Rotary Club who were confident that a grant would 

be given for the purchase of a wheelchair inclusive picnic table at Jubilee Park, 

although they had indicated that it might not be possible to confirm this in writing 

until after the start of the club’s new financial year.  

 

(e) ‘Great Get Together’ 

 

Further to Minute No. 245/16(e), Councillor Mrs Wyatt provided a report on the 

success of the Warboys It’s A Knockout event organised by the Community 

Association on 1st May at the Sports Field which had attracted around 600 people 

and generated approximately £2,800 which would be used to fund future events 

and provide grants within the local community.  25 stalls had been run by local 

organisations which had retained the proceeds from the activities that they had 
organised, 8 teams had taken part in the knockout competition and a variety of 

attractions and entertainments had been available. 

 

The Chairman congratulated Councillor Mrs Wyatt as Chairman of the 

Community Association and all those involved in making the event such a 

popular and worthwhile venture. 

 

 

 



 4 

(f) Local Highway Improvement Initiative 

 

Further to Minute No. 251/16, the Clerk reported that the County Council had 

designed a scheme to carry out repairs to the footway on the north side of the 

High Street between School Road and Ramsey Road.  Members were reminded 

that funding of £6,574 had been approved under the Local Highway Improvement 

Initiative which, together with the Parish Council’s contribution of £2,000, was 

significantly less that the estimated cost of resurfacing the whole of the footway 

that was likely to be in the order of £25,000.  The scheme designed would cost 

almost £10,000 and would therefore only tackle the worst areas of the footway but 

it was hoped that some of the supervision costs could be reduced to enable more 

work to be undertaken.  It was anticipated that the resurfacing would be 

undertaken in the near future. 

 

Councillor Dr Withams also advised that the white lining at the junction of Beech 

Close with Popes Lane had now been undertaken. 

. 

(g) Footway Crossing – High Street/Forge Way Junction 

 

Arising from Minute No. 252/16, the Clerk reported that he had been advised by 

both Cambridgeshire Constabulary and the County Council that it was an offence 

for a motorist to park on the highway blocking dropped kerbs installed to help 

pedestrians cross the carriageway.  The County Council had issued an order for 

the access protection markings on the carriageway at Forge Way near the junction 

with the High Street to be renewed. 

 

In the event of a motorist persistently parking on the crossing, the Clerk suggested 

that the vehicle registration number be reported to the Police so that action could 

be taken. 

 

(h) Community Roadwatch – ’30 Please’ Stickers 

 

Further to Minute No. 253/16, Members were informed that the Community 

Roadwatch Co-ordinator had supplied Councillor Mrs Tavener as the Speedwatch 

Co-ordinator for Warboys with 120 ’30 Please’ stickers to be attached to wheeled 

bins in Fenton Road and High Street and a further ’20 Please’ stickers for 

Humberdale Way.  The stickers had been sponsored by Mick George and were 

not available for sale as had been suggested previously. 

 

Having regard to the support provided by Community Roadwatch in supplying the 

stickers and in recently monitoring traffic volumes and speeds in Fenton Road, it 

was  
 

 RESOLVED 

 

 that a grant of £50 be made to the organisation. 

 

On a separate matter and in response to questions by Members, the Clerk advised 

that the County Council’s Highways Supervisor had indicated that he would 

establish the reason for the presence of a camera at the A14/B1040 roundabout. 
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(i) Proposed Youth Café 

 

Further to Minute No. 254/16, the Clerk reported that he had yet to carry out the 

consultation with neighbours with regard to the possible introduction of a youth 

café at the Windmill Bakery and Tea Room.  The Chairman also reported that the 

Manager of the Connections Bus had offered to consult with young people at their 

sessions in Warboys to obtain their reaction to the idea. 

 

(j) Council E-Mail Address 

 

Further to Minute No. 255/16, the Clerk reported that arrangements were in hand 

to change the Council’s e-mail and website addresses. 

 

 

07/17 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that Members be appointed to Committees for the ensuing municipal year 

as follows:- 

 

  Allotments Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, B L 

Correll, R J Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, P S Potts, Mrs J 

E Tavener, G C M Willis and Dr S C Withams. 

 

Finance and General Purposes Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, B L 

Correll, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, P 

S Potts, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt.  

 

Footpaths Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, B L 

Correll, R J Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, P S Potts, Mrs J 

E Tavener, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

Leisure Areas Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, B L 

Correll, R J Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, R A Payne, P S 

Potts, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt.  

 

Planning Committee 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs M P Bucknell, Mrs J M Cole, B L 

Correll, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, P 
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S Potts, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt.  

 

 Employment Panel 

 

 Councillors Mrs J M Cole, D W England and P S Potts. 

 

 Appeals Panel 

 

 Councillors R A Payne, Mrs J E Tavener and Dr S C Withams. 

 

 Hearings Panel 

 

 Three Members to be appointed by the Clerk on an ad hoc basis. 

 

 Appointments Panel 

 

 Councillors Mrs M P Bucknell, R A Payne and Dr S C Withams. 

 

(b) that Mr A and Mrs B Taylor be co-opted to the Allotments Committee to 

represent the Allotments Association; 

 

(c) that no co-option be made to the Footpaths Committee; and 

 

(d) that Members be appointed to working groups for the ensuing municipal 

year as follows:- 

 

Greener Futures Liaison Group 

 

Councillors Mrs P Bucknell, Mrs M H Harlock and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

  Parish Centre Replacement 

  

Councillors Mrs M P Bucknell, R J Dykstra, R A Payne and Mrs J E 

Tavener. 

 

  Timebank 

 

  Councillors Mrs M P Bucknell, R A Payne and Dr S C Withams. 

 

 

08/17 REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS 

 

Following the circulation of a report with regard to representation of outside 

organisations, the Clerk was requested by Members to enquire whether the Resource 

Centre Management Committee was still functioning and Councillor Willis indicated that 

he would liaise with Councillor Mrs Tavener to ensure that invitations were being 

received to attend meetings of the St Ives and District Road Safety Committee. 

 

RESOLVED 
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that appointments/nominations be made to outside bodies and roles for the 

ensuing municipal year as follows:- 

 

Organisation       Representative 

 

Warboys Community Association Cllrs Mrs M P 

Bucknell and Mrs M 

H Harlock 

 

Warboys Old Village Board School Trust   J A Parker 

(until 2020) 

 

St Ives & District Road Safety Committee Cllr Mrs J E Tavener 

(dep. Cllr G C M 

Willis) 

 

Warboys Day Centre Management Committee Cllrs Mrs M H 

Harlock and Mrs J E 

Tavener 

 

Tree Warden       Cllr B L Correll 

 

Warboys Resource Centre Management Committee  Cllr Mrs J M Cole 

(dep. Cllr Mrs A R 

Wyatt) 

 

Warboys Landfill Liaison Group    Cllrs Mrs J M Cole &  

D W England (dep. 

the Clerk) 

 

Red Tile Wind Farm Trust Fund Ltd. Cllrs Mrs J M Cole,  

R A Payne and 

       Mrs A R Wyatt 

 

Ramsey Area Parish Initiative Cllrs Mrs M A 

Harlock & Mrs A R 

Wyatt 

 

Press/Diary summaries     Cllr P S Potts 

 

 

09/17 ATTENDANCES BY COUNCILLORS 

 

Members noted a report by the Clerk (a copy of which had been circulated) listing 

attendances by Members at meetings in the previous municipal year in both actual and 

percentage terms during that time.  The Chairman thanked Members for the high levels of 

attendance that had been achieved. 
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10/17 ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 3rd April 

2017 be received. 

 

 

11/17 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 10th April 

2017 be received. 

 

 

12/17 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Members received the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th April 2017 (a 

copy of which had been circulated).  The Chairman expressed her appreciation to 

Members and the public for such a well-attended meeting and complemented the various 

speakers for the information that they had imparted and the way in which they had 

interested those present. 

 

With regard to the impact of development in the village on the Moat House Surgery, 

District Councillor Bucknell advised that he would be arranging a meeting with the 

Senior Partner at the surgery and the Clerk to discuss the issues involved. 

 

 

13/17 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website had not been updated 

for the months of March or April in terms of local crime statistics. 

 

Members were informed that young people in cars and on scooters were tending to 

congregate in the Parish Centre car park again and had caused damage to a light to the 

rear of the building and had broken holes in the boundary fence to the adjoining Sports 

Field to gain access.  The Clerk indicated that he would arrange for the light to be 

replaced and as trustee of the Sports Field, Councillor England indicated that he would 

attempt to block the hole in the fence. 

 

Members were also informed that the damage to the wall in the Library car park had been 
caused by an Amey vehicle when reversing into the car park.  The driver had supplied 

details of the incident and Amey had indicated that they were obtaining quotations for the 

repair work which they would fund.  

 

 

14/17 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 

 

Following the submission by the Clerk of the Annual Governance Statement and the 

Internal Audit Report for 2016/17 (copies of which had been circulated), it was  
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RESOLVED 

 

that the Annual Governance Statement for 2016/17 be approved for submission to 

the external auditors.  

 

 

15/17 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2016/17 

 

The Clerk invited Members to approve the Annual Return of the Parish Council for the 

financial year 2016/17 for submission to the external auditors.  Copies were circulated of 

the relevant extracts from the Annual Return, together with the bank reconciliation and 

statement of variance required by the auditors and the balance sheet and receipts and 

payments account that provided more detail for the benefit of Members. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Annual Return be approved for submission to PKF Littlejohn, the external 

auditors. 

 

 

16/17 HONORARY FREEMEN AND FREEWOMEN 

 

Councillor England referred to the decision of the Council to award the title of Honorary 

Freemen and Freewomen of Warboys to persons of distinction and persons who, in the 

opinion of the Council had rendered eminent service to the area.  A copy of the report and 

criteria approved by the Council in December 2014 had been circulated to remind 

Members of the decisions that had been taken in this respect. 

 

Members discussed the possibility of various people being nominated for the honour and 

the procedure involved.  However they were reminded by the Clerk that the necessary 

processes already had been approved by the Council but that no suggestions had been 

received subsequently in terms of suitable candidates for the award. 

 

 

17/17 PARISH CENTRE – LEGIONELLA CONTROL 

 

Further to Minute No. 245/16(c), a report was submitted by the Clerk on the outcome of a 

recent risk assessment of the Parish Centre for legionella by SMC Ltd.  Members were 

informed that the company had produced a schematic of the hot and cold water systems at 

the Parish Centre and assessed the risks involved.   

 

Certain elements of the system had been rated as 3 (probable risk with existing operating 
conditions and take action as soon as possible).  Two cold water cisterns located in the 

roof void above the disabled toilet had been assessed as being oversized which meant that 

there was insufficient water turnover.  The report also stated that multiple linked storage 

tanks should be avoided because of operational difficulties in preventing unequal flow 

rates and possible stagnation.  A number of other less serious issues had also been 

identified as being in need of attention. 

 

The Clerk also informed Members that the report recommended the introduction of a 

control scheme with weekly, monthly, quarterly, six monthly and annual actions which 
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needed to be recorded.  These principally involved the flushing of the system, inspections 

and taking temperature readings of cold and hot water supplies.  

 

Members accepted the necessity of undertaking the actions recommended in the report 

and it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 (a) that the work identified in the report by SMC Ltd be undertaken and in 

view of the urgency identified by the risk assessment, no further 

quotations be obtained under the Council’s Financial Regulations; 

 

(b) that SMC be requested to carry out the replacement of the two cold water 

cisterns and other works identified in their report at a cost of £716 plus 

VAT; 

 

(c) that SMC be requested to draft a detailed control scheme for the Parish 

Centre and provide the necessary instruction for the work to be 

undertaken; and 

 

(d) that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Person for legionella 

control at the Parish Centre. 

 

 

18/17       PURCHASE OF FLOOR POLISHER 

 

The Clerk reported that a part had cracked in the floor polisher/scrubber used at the 

Parish Centre.  The polisher had been purchased 20 years previously and the supplier was 

no longer in business.  Enquiries had been made to try to locate a replacement part but it 

was thought that this would be unsuccessful due to the age of the machine and the fact 

that the company that had acquired the original supplier no longer sold equipment. 

 

Having been advised that a replacement was priced at £675 plus VAT in the ESPO 

catalogue, Members 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Clerk be authorised to order a replacement machine in the event of a 

replacement part being unavailable to repair the existing polisher.  

 

 

19/17      JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER 

 

Further to Minute No 14/16 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, the Clerk 

reported that NRH Electrical Services had supplied a quotation of £90 plus VAT to install 

an internal light in the second floor of the Jubilee Clock Tower.  Under the 

circumstances, the Clerk reported that he had asked the company to proceed with the 

work and it was  

 

RESOLVED 
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 that the action taken by the Clerk be endorsed. 

 

 

20/17   WARBOYS POST OFFICE 

 

Further to Minute No 207/16, the Clerk reported the receipt of confirmation from the Post 

Office that Warboys Post Office would be relocated to the new Spar Store at 2-4 Mill 

Green on 1st June where it would become a main style branch. 

 

21/17 PARISH COUNCIL CONFERENCE 

 

Arising from an invitation from the Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner to 

attend a Huntingdonshire Parish Council Conference at Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

Headquarters in Huntingdon on 15th September, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that Councillor Potts be authorised to attend. 

 

 

22/17 BRITAIN’S BEST VILLAGE 

 

Following consideration of the submission of an entry in the nationwide competition for 

village of the year 2017, a new Channel 4 series hosted by Penelope Keith, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that Warboys be entered in the competition. 

 

 

23/17 CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH ASSOCIATION OF 

LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

The Council declined an invitation from CPALC to join the organisation in 2017/18 at a 

subscription cost of £565.80 on the basis that they did not regard this as good value for 

money. 

 

 

24/17 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 
Members for information:- 

 

(a) Countryside Voice 

 

Spring 2017 edition published by CPRE. 

 

(b) Field Work 

 

Spring 2017 edition published by CPRE 
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25/17 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that the only matter raised at the Open Forum following the previous 

meeting of the Council had been questions by two members of the public about the 

possible establishment of a youth café at Windmill Bakery and Tea Room.   

 

 

26/17 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Willis and seconded by Councillor England, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – April 2017         991.12         

   

W E Batterbee  Salary – April 2017     845.92 

           

R Edwards  Salary – April 2017     251.20 

       

R Reeves  Salary – April 2017     978.29 

  

A A Clasper  Salary – April 2017     461.18 

                      

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – April 2017                        1,258.01                                  

                       

Vodafone  Mobile phone contract (Timebank)       9.80 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of incinerator    15.00 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of ink cartridges    82.78 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Allstar   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      68.56 

    

GreenCity  Additional broadband                     12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 
GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – June        12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity    Computer backup online - June       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  June                   60.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 
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EACH   Grant       100.00 

 

Warboys Walking  Grant for footpath maintenance   150.00 

Group 

 

Lawyers in Local  Annual subscription for Clerk      40.00 

Government  

 

Ayres Tree Care Tree surgery – Adams Lyons and Jubilee parks      1,370.00 

 

Ivan Barrett  Miscellaneous supplies    186.38 

 

National Savings &  Deposit            30,000.00 

Investments 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre      123.48 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

 Playsafety Ltd. Safety inspections of playgrounds   390.60 

 

 System Management  Legionella risk assessment of Parish Centre  264.00 

Consultants Ltd. 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash        20.00 

 

Dyers of Warboys Miscellaneous supplies      27.00 

 

Activ Security (UK)  CCTV maintenance service    120.00 

Ltd 

 

 

27/17 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for April 2017, together with the 

list of Parish Centre bookings for that month and the bank reconciliation statement for the 

fourth quarter of 2016/17, copies of which had been circulated to all Members. 

 

 

28/18 WAR MEMORIAL 

 

The Chairman admitted the following item of business at the meeting as the closing date 

for comment would pass before the date of the next meeting. 
 

The Clerk reported that the Council had been consulted by Historic England on the 

possible listing of the war memorial as a structure of special architectural or historic 

interest.  Following an earlier notification that Historic England were assessing the merits 

of individual memorials for listing, the Clerk had supplied information from Councillor 

Mrs Cole and Mrs M Tringham about the history of the memorial’s inception in 

Warboys. 

 

Members expressed their support for the listing of the war memorial and it was  
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RESOLVED 

 

that Historic England be supported in their submission of the memorial in 

Warboys to the Secretary of State for listing.  

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 

 

 


